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CONFLICT   RESOLUTION 

IN   THE   MIDDLE   EAST

COURSE  DESCRIPTION

This course examines domestic, regional and international conflicts in the Middle East and modalities for conflict resolution. The first segment, on “The Arab-Israel Conflict,” addresses the record of wars and peacemaking efforts, including the diplomatic stalemate after the breakdown of the Oslo peace process and the prospects for Palestinian independence. The second segment, on “Arab Leadership, Unity, Intervention” studies regional rivalries in the Arab East and the Gulf, culminating in an assessment of the Iraq War and its repercussions.
INSTRUCTORS

TEACHING ASSISTANT: DAVID STEVENS, dcs2004@columbia.edu.
Additional teaching assistant TBA.

The best way to contact Professor Weinberger is via e-mail. Please be persistent. In addition to posted office hours, additional meetings may be scheduled at other times. Do not hesitate to ask, even if you just want to chat. 

Teaching assistants will lead discussion sections and grade papers, but all grades may be appealed to the professor.
COURSE  REQUIREMENTS

· ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION [10% of grade]
*Attendance: You are expected to attend classes and discussion sections regularly. There will be several discussion sections in an effort to accommodate your schedules.

*Participation: Active participation in discussion will be rewarded!

*Discussion board: Active and informed participation in discussion board conversations (on Courseworks) can yield up to 5 points of extra credit (counted above the 100% total for other indicators) toward your final grade in the course.

· ESSAY TOPICS: [60% of grade]
There is no midterm in this course. There are three essay assignments, each of which covers 4 weeks of class materials. For each, you will select one topic from a distributed list and write up to one thousand words [approximately four pages]. Please submit it on Courseworks, as well as a hard copy. There is a strict penalty for lateness, and no one will pass this course unless they submit all three essays.

· FINAL EXAMINATION: [30 points]
The final, in-class examination will be scheduled during exam week and everyone must take it. The examination covers all of the material in the course. It will probably include one long essay [for which topics will be distributed in advance], quotations from the assigned readings, and other shorter essays or identification questions for which no advance notice will be given.
 REQUIRED READINGS  

· The six assigned texts are available for purchase at Labyrinth Bookstore, 112th St. off Broadway. 

· A course pack has been prepared including most of the journal articles on the syllabus as well as chapters from books. You may buy it at the Village Copier at [new location].  Vol. 1 costs $, Vol. 2 costs $.

· COLUMBIA INTERACTIVE: This on-line course on Israeli and Palestinian nationalism consists of a series of e-seminars recorded by Naomi Weinberger for Columbia Digital Knowledge Ventures. Four sessions are available on-line to Columbia students free of charge, and are assigned to you corresponding to classes 1-5.

· Copies of all readings are on reserve at the International Affairs [Lehman] Library.

TEXTS Available for Purchase     

· Dowty, Alan. Israel/Palestine. Polity,  2005
· Rashid Khalidi. Resurrecting Empire: Western Footprints and America’s Perilous Path in the Middle East. Beacon Press, 2004.

· Meital,  Yoram. Peace in Tatters. Lynne Rienner, 2005.
· Keating, Michael, Anne Le More, and Robert Lowe, eds. Aid, Diplomacy, and Facts on the Ground: The Palestinian Experience of Disconnection. Chatham House, 2005 
· Shibley Telhami and Michael Barnett. Identity and Foreign Policy in the Middle East. Cornell University Press, 2002.

· Micah L. Sifry and Christopher Cerf. The Iraq War Reader: History, Documents, Opinions. New York: Simon and Schuster, 2003.
SCHEDULE OF CLASSES & ASSIGNMENTS

I. ARAB-ISRAEL CONFLICT
Class 1. Legacies of Imperialism; The Mandate System [January 17] 

· Dowty Israel/Palestine, Chap. 1, pp. 69-86, Chap. 8.
· Khalidi, Resurrecting Empire,  Chapters 1, 4.

· Columbia Interactive: Debates Over Partition   
Class 2. Zionism and the Yishuv [January 24] 

· Dowty Israel/Palestine, Chap. 2.
· Shlomo Avineri, The Making of Modern Zionism (New York: Basic Books, 1981), Chapters 15 (Jabotinsky) and 16 (Rabbi Kook), pp. 159-197.\

· Walter Laqueur, A History of Zionism (New York: Schocken Books, 1972), Chapter 5 (“The Unseen Question”), pp. 209-269.

· Harvey Chisick, “The New Post-Zionism,” Tikkun, Sept.-Oct. 2004 

· Columbia Interactive: Contending Nationalist Visions 
Class 3. Early Palestinian Nationalism [January 31]

· Dowty Israel/Palestine, Chap. 3 and pp. 86-96.
· Muhammad Muslih, The Origins of Palestinian Nationalism (New York: Columbia University Press, 1988),  pp 1-6, 211-224.

· Rashid Khalidi, Palestinian Identity: The Construction of Modern National Consciousness (New York: Columbia University Press, 1997), pp. 177-209.
· Benny Morris, The Birth of the Palestinian Refugee Problem, 1947-1949 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press ), pp. 1-28.

· Columbia Interactive: Contending Nationalist Visions 
Class 4. Wars of 1956, 1967, 1973 [February 7]  

· Dowty Israel/Palestine, pp. 96-126.
· William Quandt, Peace Process (Brookings, 1993), Chaps. 2, 7.                                                                                                                                                       

· Avi Shlaim, The Iron Wall: Israel and the Arab World  (New York: Norton, 2000), Chapter 4 (“The Road to Suez), pp. 143-185.         

· Michael Oren, Six Days of War (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002), pp.305-327.

· Janice Gross Stein, “Flawed Strategies and Missed Signals: Crisis Bargaining Between the Superpowers, October 1973,” in The Middle East and the United States, 2nd edition (Boulder, Westview, 1999), pp. 204-226.

· Shai Feldman, Nuclear Weapons and Arms Control in the Middle East (Cambridge: MIT Press, 1997), pp. 95-113.
· Columbia Interactive: Decisions for War 
FIRST ESSAY: Due February 14
Class 5. Israeli Foreign Policy Debates [February 14]                                    
· Meital,  Yoram. Peace in Tatters,
· Michael Barnett, "Israeli Identity and the Peace Process," in Identity and Foreign Policy, Chapter 3.                                                                                                                                                            
· Litan, Robert E. and Yaakov Kop. Sticking Together (Washington: Brookings, 2002), Chapters 2, 5.                                             
· Keating, Michael, et al. Aid, Diplomacy, 
· Columbia Interactive: The Israeli Foreign Policy Debate  
Class 6. Intifada [February 21]                                                

· Dowty, pp. 130-136.
· Meital,  Yoram. Peace in Tatters. Lynne Rienner, 2005.
· Keating, Aid, Diplomacy, 

· Ziad Abu-Amr, “Palestinian Islamists, Pluralism, and Democracy,”  in Edy Kaufman, Shukri B. Abed, and  Robert L. Rothstein,  Democracy, Peace, and the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict (Lynne Rienner, 1993)Chapter 10.
· Rema Hammami, “Interregnum: Palestine After Operation Defensive Shield,” Middle East Report 223 (Summer 2002).
· Gal Luft, “The Palestinian H-Bomb: Terror's Winning Strategy,” Foreign Affairs, July/August 2002.                                                                                                                                                                                        
· Graham Usher, “Facing Defeat: The Intifada Two Years On” Journal of Palestine Studies, Winter 2003.  
Class 7. Diplomacy: Camp David and Oslo Accords   [February 28]                                              

· Dowty, Chapters 6-7.
· Meital,  Peace,
· Keating, Aid, Diplomacy, 

· Mustafa Abu Sway, “Islamic Perspectives on the Oslo Process” in The Israeli-Palestinian Peace Process, Chapter 6.                                                                                                                                       

Class 8. Transition to Palestinian Independence [March 7]

· Meital,  Peace,
· Keating, Aid, Diplomacy, 

· Khalil Shikaki, "The Future of Palestine," Foreign Affairs (Nov./Dec. 2004)
· George Gavrilis, “The Forgotten West Bank,” Foreign Affairs (January/February 2006)
SECOND ESSAY: Due March 21
II. ARAB LEADERSHIP, UNITY, INTERVENTION

Class 9: REGIME CHANGE & DEMOCRACY PROMOTION [March 21]

· Rashid Khalidi, Resurrecting Empire,  Chapter 2. 
· Bahgat Korany and Paul Noble, “Introduction: Arab Liberalization and Democratization,” in Political Liberalization and Democratization in the Arab World, ed. Korany, Noble, Bryner, 1998, Volume 2, Chapter 1.
· Gregory Gause, "Can Democracy Stop Terrorism?" Foreign Affairs, Sept./Oct
2005. http://fullaccess.foreignaffairs.org/20050901faessay84506/f-gregory-gause-iii/can-democracy-stop-terrorism.html
·  Christopher Caldwell, "Bordering on What?" New York Times Magazine, Sept. 25, 2005. 
· Stepan, "Religion, Democracy and the Twin Tolerations," Journal of Democracy, October 2000. 
· Mark Tessler and Eleanor Gao, "Gauging Arab Support for Democracy," Journal of Democracy, July 2005. 

· Vali Nasr, "The Rise of 'Muslim Democracy,'" Journal of Democracy,April 2005. 
· "Arab Liberalism and Democracy in the Middle East: A Panel Discussion," MERIA, December 2004.
· Steven A. Cook, “The Right Way to Promote Arab Reform,” Foreign Affairs (March/April 2005).
Class 10: Egypt and Syria: Rivals for Leadership [March 28] 

· Malcolm Kerr, "'Coming to Terms With Nasser': Attempts and Failures." International Affairs (Royal Institute of International Affairs), Vol. 43, No. 1 (Jan., 1967), 65-84. [jstor]

· Michael Barnett, “ Dialogues in Arab Politics: The Ascent and Descent of Arabism, 1956–1967 ”Fall 1998. http://www.ciaonet.org/book/barnett/barnett05.html - 170.1KB
· Ibrahim Karawan, "Identity and Foreign Policy: The Case of Egypt," in Identity and Foreign Policy in the Middle East, ed. Telhami and Barnett, Chapter 7. 

· Hesham Al-Awadi, “Mubarak and the Islamists: Why Did the ‘Honeymoon’ End?” The Middle East Journal 59:1 (Winter 2005): 62-80 [Not in course pack]
· Yahya Sadowski, "The Evolution of Political Identity in Syria," in Identity and Foreign Policy, Chapter 6. 

· Raymond Hinnebusch “Calculated Decompression as a Substitute for Democratization: Syria,” in Political Liberalization, Chapter 10.

· Eyal Zisser, “Syria and the War in Iraq,”  Middle East Review of International Affairs  Volume 7, No. 2 - June 2003  Full PDF Document, 13 pages, 66 kb 
· Murhaf Jouejatii, “Syrian Motives for Its WMD Programs and What to Do” The Middle East Journal 59:1 (Winter 2005): 52-61 [Not in course pack]
Class 11/12: Jordan and Lebanon: Civil Conflict and Ambitious Neighbors [April 4, 11]

· Marc Lynch, "Jordan's Identity and Interests," in Identity and Foreign Policy, Chapter 2.       

· Scott Greenwood,  “Jordan’s ‘New Bargain’: The Political Economy of Regime Security,” The Middle East Journal, Volume 57, Number 2, Spring 2003. [Not in course pack]

· Hillel Frisch, “Jordan and the Palestinian Authority: Did Better Fences Make Better Neighbors?” The Middle East Journal, Volume 58, Number 1, (Winter 2004). [Not in course pack]
· Dowty, pp. 126-130.

· Judith Palmer Harik, “Democracy (Again) Derailed: Lebanon’s Ta’if Paradox,” in Political Liberalization,  Chapter 6.             

· Augustus Richard Norton, ”Lebanon’s Malaise,“ Survival (Winter 2000- 2001). 

· Marius Deeb,   Syria’s Terrorist War on Lebanon and the Peace Process. New York: Palgrave Macmillian, 2003. (pp. 1-4, 183-222)

· Adham Saouli, “Lebanon’s Hizbullah,” World Affairs, Fall 2003.

· Daniel Byman, "Should Hezbollah Be Next?"  Foreign Affairs (November/December 2003)
· Fouad Ajami, “The Autumn of the Autocrats,” Foreign Affairs (May/June 2005)
THIRD ESSAY: Due April 18
Class 13. Iranian Revolution [April 18]
· Khalidi, Resurrecting Empire,  Chapter 3.

·  Suzanne Maloney, "Identity and Change in Iran's Foreign Policy," in Identity and Foreign Policy, Chapter 4. 

· Said Amir Arjomand “Iran's Islamic Revolution in Comparative Perspective,” World Politics, Vol. 38, No. 3. (Apr., 1986), pp. 383-414.http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0043-8871%28198604%2938%3A3%3C383%3AIIRICP%3E2.0.CO%3B2-D
· Afshin Molavi, “Buying Time in Tehran,” Foreign Affairs, Nov./Dec. 2004.
· Steven Ward, “The Continuing Evolution of Iran’s Military Doctrine” The Middle East Journal 59:4 (Autumn 2005): 559-576 [Not in course pack]

· Kenneth Pollack and Ray Takeyh, “Taking on Tehran,” Foreign Affairs, March/April 2005
Class 14. Invasion of Iraq  [April 25]

· Khalidi, Resurrecting Empire,  Chapter 5. 
· F. Gregory Gause, III, “Iraq and the Gulf War: Decision-Making in Baghdad,”  (Full Text, PDF, 34 pages, 60 KB) October 2001.

· Adeed Dawisha, "Footprints in the Sand: Iraq's Foreign Policy," in Identity and Foreign Policy, Chap. 5. 

· Faleh Jaber, “Why the Uprisings Failed,” in Iraq War Reader, Chapter 3.

· Kanan Makiya, “How Saddam Held on to Power,” in Iraq War Reader, Chapter 3.

· Richard Butler, “The Inspections and the U.N.: The Blackest of Comedies,” in Iraq War Reader, Chapter 5.

· Fouad Ajami, “Two Faces, One Terror,” in Iraq War Reader, Chapter 11.

· Kenneth Pollack, “Can We Really Deter a Nuclear-Armed Saddam?” in Iraq War Reader, Chapter 11.

· John J. Mearsheimer and Stephen M. Walt, “An Unnecessary War,” in Iraq War Reader, Chapter 11.

· Dilip Hiro, “The Post-Saddam Problem” in Iraq War Reader, Chapter 13.

· Tim Judah, “In Iraqi Kurdistan” in Iraq War Reader, Chapter 13.

· Kanan Makiya, “Our Hopes Betrayed: The U.S. Blueprint for Post-Saddam Government” in Iraq War Reader, Chap. 13.

· Juan Cole, "The United States and Shi'ite Religious Factions in Post-Ba'thist Iraq." The Middle East Journal 57:4 (Autumn 2003). [Not in course pack] 
· James Dobbins, “Iraq: Winning the Unwinnable War,” Foreign Affairs (Jan./Feb. 2005)
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