FLORHAM SEMINAR IN
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS:

           America and the World

Political Science 2299

Fall 2005
Class: Mondays and Thursdays 9:55-11:10 AM

Classroom: Rice (NAB)
Instructor: Naomi Weinberger

Office: Mansion 39

E-mail: naomiw@mindspring.com
Tel.: 973-443-8857
Office hours: Mondays 4-5, Tuesdays 4-5, Thursdays 11:30-12:30
Entering the new millenium, the United States is viewed as the sole superpower. However, the US role in the world is not always perceived as benevolent. We will seek to understand how America's role is evolving, and the deep debates over what priorities the US should pursue in responding to global challenges. 

The format of this seminar is open discussion and debate, led by student participants under the supervision of the instructor. Students will closely study a common set of readings, for in-depth discussion and evaluation. We will also participate actively in several video conferences and discussions with visiting diplomats.

Required Textbooks

Please purchase the following three books, which are available at the FDU Bookstore:

Richard N. Haass, The Opportunity: America’s Moment to Alter History’s Course. Public Affairs, 2005.

Gideon Rose and James F. Hoge, Jr. America and the World. W.W. Norton,  2003.

Alexander T. Lennon, What Does the World Want From America?  MIT Press, 2002.

Course Requirements

1. Class Participation  (10% of grade)
Attendance in class, preparation of assigned readings, and willingness to participate in ongoing debates over policy issues is the most important feature of this seminar. You will be graded based on how well prepared you are for class and how much you contribute to the discussion. More than three unexcused absences will result in a grade of zero for participation.
2. Homework commentaries (50% of grade) 
You will submit 10 brief (200 word) commentaries on assigned readings (5 points each). In each commentary, you will identify ONE interesting question that is raised by the reading, why you find it interesting, and how you would answer that question. To fulfill this assignment, choose any 10 daily assignments, submitting on average one each week.  The article on which you are writing a longer critique (see below) does not count as one of the 10 homework commentaries.
Commentaries on reading assignments must be submitted at the beginning of the class for which the reading is assigned, or else a late penalty of 2 points (out of a total of 5 possible points) will be imposed. All commentaries must be typed and proofread, and please be sure to keep a copy.
As an alternative to up to 3 homework commentaries, you may write a commentary on 1 to 3 of the ITV sessions or UN Pathway Ambassadors’ lectures.

3. Discussion Leaders and Critiques (40% of grade) 
Twice during the semester, you will help lead a discussion in class. Each time that you are discussion leader, your grade will reflect both your engagement in the class discussion(10%) and the 500 word written critique (10%). All assignments will be distributed at the beginning of the semester.
For your first topic, you will address one of the overall themes of US foreign policy. For the second topic, you will each select one country on which you will become an expert. Then you will analyze an article in What Does the World Want From America? , which reflects “your” country’s point of view. In the spring semester, you will continue to study that country in depth in our “Global Challenge” on-line course.

When you write the written critique of your article(500 words), please answer as many of the following questions as you can, but PLEASE DO NOT SUMMARIZE THE READING! 
 
1. What is the author’s central argument?
Is the argument clearly stated and well substantiated?

2. Do you agree with the author’s point of view?
Is the perspective presented in this article objective or biased, mainstream or nonconformist?

3. What new insights did you gain from this article?
Do you think that the author is just summarizing other people’s ideas or has really said something original?

4. How can you generalize from this article? Has this article shed light on or prompted interesting comparisons with other issues and cases raised in this course or familiar to you from your personal experience?

Schedule of Classes
Thurs. September 1: 
Overview of course

Policy Debates 
Thurs. September 8: 
“The Opportunity to Define an Era,” by Richard Haass THE OPPORTUNITY, Chapter 1.
Issues

1.Terrorism
Mon. September 12: 
“Why Do They Hate Us?” by Fareed Zakaria AMERICA AND THE WORLD

 (pp. 260-277) (pp. 260-277)
Thurs. September 15: 
 “Beyond bin Laden: Reshaping U.S. Foreign Policy,” by Stephen Walt AMERICA AND THE WORLD

 (pp. 320-347) (pp. 320-347)
Mon. September 19: 
“Taking on Terrorism,” by Richard Haass THE OPPORTUNITY, Chapter 3.
2.Weapons of Mass Destruction

Thurs. September 22: 
 “The New Threat of Mass Destruction,” by Richard Betts AMERICA AND THE WORLD

 (pp. 348-365) (pp. 348-365)
Mon. Sept 26: 
“Nukes on the Loose,” by Richard Haass THE OPPORTUNITY, Chapter 4.
3.Globalization

Thurs. Sept. 29: 
 “Sense and Nonsense in the Globalization Debate,” by Dani Rodrik AMERICA AND THE WORLD

 (pp. 168-183) (pp. 168-183)
Mon. Oct. 3: 
“Economic Integration,” by Richard Haass THE OPPORTUNITY, Chapter 5.

4.Democracy Promotion; Iraq War

Thurs. October 6:

 “The Rise of Illiberal Democracy,” by Fareed Zakaria AMERICA AND THE WORLD

 (pp. 132-153) (pp. 132-153)
Mon. Oct. 10: 
“Integration and the Lessons of Iraq,” by Richard Haass THE OPPORTUNITY, Chapter 7.
Thurs. Oct. 13: 
No Class
Concepts

1.Power

Mon. Oct. 17: 
 “Life After Pax Americana,” by Charles Kupchan AMERICA AND THE WORLD

 (pp. 199-210) (pp. 199-210)
Thurs. October 20: 
 “Power and Weakness,” by Robert Kagan AMERICA AND THE WORLD

 (pp. 211-244) (pp. 211-244)
2.Order or Chaos

Mon. October 24: 
 “The Myth of Post-Cold War Chaos,” by G. John Ikenberry AMERICA AND THE WORLD

 (pp. 119-131) (pp. 119-131)
Thurs. October 27:  
“The Coming Anarchy,” by Robert Kaplan AMERICA AND THE WORLD

 (pp. 81-118) 
3.Future Projections

Mon. October 31: 
 “The End of History? By Francis Fukayama, AMERICA AND THE WORLD (pp. 1-28).
Thurs. Nov. 3
 “The Clash of Civilizations?” by Samuel Huntington, AMERICA AND THE WORLD (pp. 43-70).
Country Perspectives  

SEQUENCE OF ARTICLES: What Does the World Want From America?  
November 7:  FRANCE:
 “The Specter of Unilateralism” by Pascal Boniface, p. 106-114.
November 10:  GERMANY
“Balance from Beyond the Sea” by Michael Sturmer, p. 95-105.
November 14:  RUSSIA
“Less Is More” by Dmitri Trenin, pp.84-94.
November 17:  CHINA
“To Be an Enlightened Superpower” by Wu Xinbo, pp. 3-13.
November 21:  JAPAN
“First Among Equals” by Akio Watanabe, 14-24.
November 28:  INDIA
“Add Five E’s to Make a Partnership,” by Kanti Bajpai, pp. 25-38.
December 1: BRAZIL
“Guide Globalization into a Just World Order,” by Maria Claudia Drummond, pp. 126-139.
December 6: SOUTH AFRICA
“Participate in the African Renaissance,” by Francis Kornegay and others, pp. 50-58.
December 9: ISRAEL
“What Is Right Is in U.S. Interests,” by Barry Rubin, pp. 75-83.
December 13: IRAN

“Justice for All,” by Mahmood Sariolghalam, pp. 59-74.
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