INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS of the

MIDDLE EAST

Political Science 363A
Spring 2008

Class: Tues. & Thurs PM

Room: 

Professor: Naomi Weinberger, Ph.D.
Office: 134 Persson Hall
E-mail: nweinberger@mail.colgate.edu
Tel.: 315-228-6626
Office hours: 
Tuesdays 3-4:30 PM

Wednesdays 3-4:30 PM

Course Requirements*
Attendance and Participation  (10% of grade)

Each student is expected to attend class regularly, to keep up with assigned readings, and to participate in class discussion. 
Essay Topics (60% of grade) 

You will write three essays (each is worth 20% of your grade). Each essay should be up to 1000 words (approximately 4 pages) in length. There is a strict penalty for lateness.
NO ONE WILL PASS THIS COURSE UNLESS THEY SUBMIT ALL 3 ESSAYS.

Final Examination (30% of grade) 

The final, in-class examination is scheduled during exam week and everyone must take it. The examination covers all of the material in the course. It will probably include quotations from the assigned readings, short essays, and identification questions.

* If you have special needs that affect your ability to complete any of the requirements in this course, please let Naomi Weinberger know as soon as possible.
Required Readings

The following texts have been ordered at the Colgate Bookstore. They will also be placed on reserve at the University Library.
Alan Dowty. Israel/Palestine. Polity,  2005. 

Rashid Khalidi. The Iron Cage: The Story of the Palestinian Struggle for Statehood. Beacon Press, 2006.
Shibley Telhami. The Stakes: America in the Middle East.   2nd edition. Westview Press, 2004. 

Galia Golan. Israel and Palestine: Peace Plans from Oslo to Disengagement. Markus Wiener Publishers, 2007.
Beverly Milton-Edwards. Contemporary Politics in the Middle East. 2nd ed. Polity, 2006.

Ali Ansari. Confronting Iran: The Failure of American Foreign Policy. Basic Books, 2007. 

David Malone. The International Struggle Over Iraq. Oxford University Press, 2006. 

Markus Bouillon, David Malone and Ben Rowswell.  Iraq: Preventing a New Generation of Conflict. Lynne Rienner, 2007. 
I. ARAB-ISRAEL CONFLICT
Class 1. Legacies of Imperialism; The Mandate System [T 1/22]
· Dowty Israel/Palestine, Chap. 1, pp. 69-86, Chap. 8.

· Telhami, Chapter 6.
Class 2. Zionism and the Yishuv [R 1/24]
· Dowty Israel/Palestine, Chap. 2.
· Harvey Chisick, “The New Post-Zionism,” Tikkun, Sept.-Oct. 2004 
        http://wilsontxt.hwwilson.com/pdfhtml/05007/1x7v4/ksq.htm
Class 3. Early Palestinian Nationalism [T 1/29]
· Khalidi, pp. 1-124.
· Dowty, Israel/Palestine, [Chap. 3] and pp. 86-96.
Classes 4, 5, and 6. Wars of 1948, 1956, 1967, 1973 [R 1/31, T 2/5, R 2/7]
· Khalidi, pp.125-139.

· Dowty Israel/Palestine, pp. 96-126.

· Benny Morris, The Birth of the Palestinian Refugee Problem, 1947-1949 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press ), pp. 1-28.
· Avi Shlaim, The Iron Wall: Israel and the Arab World  (New York: Norton, 2000), Chapter 4 (“The Road to Suez”), pp. 143-185.         
· William Quandt, Peace Process (Brookings, 1993), Chap. 2.                                                                                                                                                       

· Michael Oren, Six Days of War (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002), pp.305-327.

· Janice Gross Stein, “Flawed Strategies and Missed Signals: Crisis Bargaining Between the Superpowers, October 1973,” in The Middle East and the United States, 2nd edition (Boulder, Westview, 1999), pp. 204-226.

· Shai Feldman, Nuclear Weapons and Arms Control in the Middle East (Cambridge: MIT Press, 1997), pp. 95-113.
FIRST ESSAY: Due February 18
Class 7. Israeli Foreign Policy Debates   [T 2/12]        
· Michael Barnett, "Israeli Identity and the Peace Process," in Identity and Foreign Policy, Chapter 3.                                                                                                                                                            
· Litan, Robert E. and Yaakov Kop. Sticking Together (Washington: Brookings, 2002), Chapters 2, 5.                                             
Class 8. Palestinian Debates       [R 2/14]    
· Khalidi, Chapter 5.
· Emile Sahliyeh, In Search of Leadership: West Bank Politics since 1967, pp. 1-9,   163-188.
Class 9. Diplomacy: Camp David Accords     [T 2/19]                                      

· Telhami, Chapter 4.

· William Quandt, Peace Process (Brookings, 1993), Chap. 7.                                                                                                                                                       

Class 10. First Intifada        [R 2/21]                                     

· Dowty, pp. 130-136.
· Ian Lustick, "Writing the Intifada," World Politics 45:4 (July 1993): 560-594.
· Azzam Tamim, Hamas: A History From Within, Chapters 1-3.
Class 11. Diplomacy: Oslo Accords         [T 2/26]                                   

· Dowty, Chapter 6.

· Golan, Chapters 1-5.
· Naomi Weinberger, "Palestinian Sovereignty and Israeli Security: Views of the Permanent Status Negotiations."  In Books in Israel: Volume V,  ed. Laura Z. Eisenberg and Neil Caplan  (Albany:  State University of   New York Press,  2000).

· Mustafa Abu Sway, “Islamic Perspectives on the Oslo Process” in Rothstein, Robert, et al, The Israeli-Palestinian Peace Process, Chapter 6.                
Class 12. Palestinian Security Since the Second Intifada        [R 2/28]                

· Rema Hammami and Salim Tamari, “The Second Uprising: End or New Beginning,” Journal of Palestine Studies  (Winter 2001).

· Gal Luft, “The Palestinian H-Bomb: Terror's Winning Strategy,” Foreign Affairs, July/August 2002.                                                                                                                                                                                        

· Graham Usher, “Facing Defeat: The Intifada Two Years On” Journal of Palestine Studies, Winter 2003.  
· Naomi Weinberger, “The Absence of Human Security in Palestine,” Unpublished paper, December 2006.
Class 13. Transition to Palestinian Sovereignty   [T 3/4]
· Khalidi, Chapter 6.

· Dowty, Chapter 7.

· Khalil Shikaki, "The Future of Palestine," Foreign Affairs (Nov./Dec. 2004)
· George Gavrilis, “The Forgotten West Bank,” Foreign Affairs (January/February 2006)
· Ghazi Ahmad Hamad, “The Challenge for Hamas: Establishing Transparency and Accountability.” Center for Democratic Control of the Armed Forces (DCAF), Geneva, April 2006.
SECOND ESSAY: Due March 10
II. ARAB LEADERSHIP, UNITY, INTERVENTION
Class 14: EGYPTIAN AMBIVALENCE   [R 3/6]
· Milton-Edwards, pp. 33-36, 45-68, 96-98, 142-145
· Michael Barnett, “ Dialogues in Arab Politics: The Ascent and Descent of Arabism, 1956–1967 ”Fall 1998. http://www.ciaonet.org/book/barnett/barnett05.html - 170.1KB
· Ibrahim Karawan, "Identity and Foreign Policy: The Case of Egypt," in Identity and Foreign Policy, ed. Telhami & Barnett, Chapter 7. 

· Hesham Al-Awadi, “Mubarak and the Islamists: Why Did the ‘Honeymoon’ End?” The Middle East Journal 59:1 (Winter 2005): 62-80 
· Abdennour Benantar, “Egypt and the War on Iraq: Implications for Domestic Politics,” Journal of Third World Studies 24:1 (Spring 2007): 227-?  (20 pages)
Class 15: SYRIA  [T 3/11]
· Milton-Edwards, pp. 68—71, 212-235.
· Yahya Sadowski, "The Evolution of Political Identity in Syria," in Identity and Foreign Policy, Chapter 6. 

· Raymond Hinnebusch “Calculated Decompression as a Substitute for Democratization: Syria,” in  Political Liberalization, ed. Korany, Noble, Chapter 10.

· Fred Lawson, “Syria’s Relations with Iran: Managing the Dilemmas of Alliance,” The Middle East Journal 61:1 (Winter 2007)
· Eyal Zisser, “Where is Bashar al-Assad Headed?” Middle East Quarterly 15:1 (Winter 2008)
Class 16: JORDAN [R 3/13]
· Milton-Edwards, pp. 160-184.
· Dowty, pp. 126-130.

· Marc Lynch, "Jordan's Identity and Interests," in Identity and Foreign Policy, Chapter 2.       

· Hillel Frisch, “Jordan and the Palestinian Authority: Did Better Fences Make Better Neighbors?” The Middle East Journal, Volume 58, Number 1(Winter 2004).
· Julia Choucair, “Illusive Reform: Jordan’s Stubborn Stability,” Carnegie Papers, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, no. 76 (Dec. 2006).
Class 17, 18, 19: LEBANON: 
          Civil Conflict and Ambitious Neighbors
  [T 3/25, R 4/1, T 4/3]
· Milton-Edwards, pp. 121-124.
· Dowty, pp. 126-130.

· Judith Palmer Harik, “Democracy (Again) Derailed: Lebanon’s Ta’if Paradox,” in Political Liberalization, ed. Korany, Noble, Chapter 6.             

· El-Hokayem, Emile, “Hizballah and Syria: Outgrowing the Proxy Relationship,” The Washington Quarterly 30:2 (Spring 2007): 35-52.
· Avraham Sela, “Civil Society, the Military, and National Security: The Case of Israel’s Security Zone in Southern Lebanon,” Israel Studies 12:1 (Spring 2007): 53-78.

· Efraim Inbar, “How Israel Bungled the Second Lebanon War,” Middle East Quarterly 14:3 (Summer 2007): 57-65.
THIRD ESSAY: Due April 7
III. CONFLICTS IN THE GULF
Class 20 & 21. Iranian Revolution  [T 4/8, R 4/10]
· Ansari, Chapters 1-3, 6-7.
· Telhami, Chapters 1-3.

· Milton-Edwards, Chapter 7 [women].
· Kenneth Pollack and Ray Takeyh, “Taking on Tehran,” Foreign Affairs, March/April 2005
Class 22. Saudi Arabia [T 4/15]
· Milton-Edwards, Chapter 3 [political economy]
· Telhami, Chapter 5.
· Furtig, Henner.  Conflict and the Cooperation in the Persian Gulf: the Interregional Order and U.S. Policy.  The Middle East Journal, 61(4), 2007, 627-640.
Class 23, 24, 25, 26. Invasion of Iraq  
Class 23. Saddam’s Wars (1980, 1990)   [R 4/17]
Class 24. Gulf War (1990)  [T 4/22,]
Class 25. Invasion of Iraq  [R 4/24]
Class 26. Future of Iraq  [T 4/29]
· Malone, Chapters 3, 8, 9.
· Bouillon, Malone and Rowswell, Chapters 13 (Dobbins), 14 (Altman),                         15 (Bensahel), 18 (Jones)
· John J. Mearsheimer and Stephen M. Walt, “An Unnecessary War,” in Iraq War Reader, Chapter 11.

· Juan Cole, "The United States and Shi'ite Religious Factions in Post-Ba'thist Iraq." The Middle East Journal 57:4 (Autumn 2003).
Class 27. Review for Final Exam [T 5/1]
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