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ISRAELI  

FOREIGN  POLICY  DEBATES

HONORS  PROGRAM

This course proposes to develop the critical abilities of a select group of Yeshiva College students.  Participants will actively engage in debates over controversial issues in Israeli foreign policy,  from the time of the creation of the State of Israel to the present.  Students will research controversies among Israeli elites and will argue points of view identified with the major Israeli party blocs [forerunners of Likud, Labor,  the religious bloc, and the left]. As the rigorous course requirements outlined below display,  members of the class will be obliged to read widely,  to write several position papers and also to research a longer supervised term paper.  

COURSE  REQUIREMENTS

A. POSITION PAPERS: [40% of grade]
In addition to preparation and discussion of assigned readings,  each student will write

four brief position papers [2-3 pages in length, consistent with the perspective of one Israeli political party],  so as to learn about controversies in four different historical eras [see below]. Position papers will be presented in a debate format, replicating Israeli  contemporary debates in either the Knesset, Cabinet meetings,  or a judicial commission of inquiry. Students will circulate position papers via e-mail prior to class discussion.

B. RESEARCH PAPER: [60% of grade]
Each student will select a topic for an in-depth [15 page] term paper.  The paper will focus on any approved topic relating to an Israeli foreign policy controversy, based on extensive use of primary sources. Each student will prepare several drafts of a  research design early in the semester and one sample chapter by November.

READING
1. REQUIRED TEXTS Available for Purchase and on reserve

[Starred books recommended for purchase]

Baskin, Gershon. Jerusalem of Peace . Jerusalem: Israel/Palestine Center for Research and Information,1994.

   * Eisenberg,  Laura Z. and Caplan, Neil.  Negotiating Arab-Israeli Peace.  


Indiana University Press,  1998.

Feldman, Shai. Nuclear Weapons and Arms Control in the Middle East. Cambridge: MIT Press, 1997.

Golani, Motti. Israel In Search of a War:  The Sinai Campaign.: Sussex Academic Press,  1998.

Rabinovich, Itamar. The Brink of Peace: The Israeli-Syrian Negotiations. Princeton University Press, 1998.

   * Rabinovich, Itamar.  Waging Peace.  Stauss, Farrar, Giroux,  1999.

Segev, Tom. The Seventh Million. New York: Hill and Wang,  1993. 

Sofer, Sasson. Zionism and the Foundations of Israeli Diplomacy.   Cambridge University Press, 1998

* Sprinzak, Ehud. Brother Against Brother: Violence and Extremism in Israeli Politics. New York: Free Press, 1999.

* Tessler,  Mark.  A History of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict. Indiana 


University Press,  1994.

2. REQUIRED TEXTS Available on Reserve Only [Core readings starred]

* Ben Gurion, David and Moshe Perlman. Ben Gurion Looks Back. New York: Schocken Books,  1965.

Boutwell,  Jeffrey and Mendelsohn,  Everett, principal authors.  Israeli-Palestinian Security: Issues in the Permanent Status Negotiations. Report of a Study Group of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. Cambridge, Mass.:  American Academy of Arts and  Sciences,  1995.

Braizat, Musa S. The Jordanian-Palestinian Relationship. London: British Academic Press,  1998.

* Brecher, Michael.  Decisions in Israel’s Foreign Policy. Yale University Press,  1975.

Lesch, David,  ed.   The Middle East and the United States. Westview Press, 1996.

Quandt, William,  Fuad Jabber and Ann Lesch. The Politics of Palestinian Nationalism. C. 1976.

Ravitsky, Aviezer. Messianism,  Zionism and Jewish Religious Radicalism. Chicago: Chicago University Press,  1996.

* Reich, Bernard and Kieval, Gershon. Israeli National Security Policy. New York: Greewood  Press,  1988.

   Rejwan, Nissim.  Israel in Search of Identity.  University Press of Florida,  1998.

Sachar, Howard.  A History of  Israel. C. 1980. 

* Safran, Nadav. Israel: The Embattled Ally. 2d. ed. Harvard University Press,  1981.

   Segev, Samuel.  The Iranian Triangle:  The Untold Story of Israel’s Role in the  Iran-Contra Affair.  New York: Free  Press,  1998.

Yaniv, Avner.  Dilemmas of Security:  Israel in Lebanon.  


Oxford University Press,  c. 1986.

3. Supplementary Readings   

Supplementary texts listed below are suggestive of the readings students will consult in preparing position papers and research papers. 

TOPICS  AND  READINGS

I. Israeli Foreign Policy Decisionmaking

l.Domestic Determinants of Foreign Policy   [9/1]

Issue: How foreign policy decisions are made in Israel’s democracy.  Key issues, interests and personalities feed into decisions by prime ministers, Cabinets, and the Knesset in crisis management and ongoing debates.

Readings:
Brecher, Michael. Decisions in Israel’s Foreign Policy , chap. 1,9.

Reich, Bernard and Kieval, Gershon. Israeli National Security Policy. chap. 1-5.

Safran, Nadav. Israel: The Embattled Ally.  chap. 12,27.

· Ben Gurion Era

2. 1947:  Partition Resolution  [9/15]
Issue: Should Israel accept the Partition Resolution proposed by the United Nations,  leading to creation of Jewish and Palestinian states and the internationalization of Jerusalem?

Readings:

*Sprinzak, Ehud. Brother Against Brother: Violence and Extremism in Israeli Politics,  Chap. 1.

*Weinberger, Naomi. “Debate Over Partition: 1947 and 1997,” Middle East Review of International Affairs [MERIA] , Spring 1998.

*Safran, Nadav. Israel: The Embattled Ally. chap. 1-5.

*Tessler,  Mark.  A History of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict. chap. 4-5.

Sasson Sofer, Zionism and the Foundations of Israeli Diplomacy.   Cambridge University Press, 1998

Sachar, Howard.  A History of  Israel. C. 1980. 

Ben Gurion, David and Moshe Perlman. Ben Gurion Looks Back. New York: Schocken Books,  1965.

Ravitsky, Aviezer. Messianism,  Zionism and Jewish Religious Radicalism. Chicago: Chicago University Press,  1996.

Wheatcroft, Geoffrey. The Controversy of Zion. New York: Addison Wessley,  1996.

Katz, Yossi. Partner to Partition. The Jewish Agency’s Partition Plan in the Mandate Era. Frank Cass, 1998. 

Teveth, Shabtai. Ben Gurion and the Palestinian Arabs. London: Oxford University Press,  1985.

3. 1952:  German Reparations [10/13]
 Issue: Should Israel accept reparations from Germany on behalf of Holocaust survivors?

Readings:

*Sprinzak, Ehud. Brother Against Brother: Violence and Extremism in Israeli Politics,  Chap. 2.

*Brecher, Michael. Decisions in Israel’s Foreign Policy. chap. 3.

*Ben Gurion, David and Moshe Perlman. Ben Gurion Looks Back. New York: Schocken Books,  1965, Chapter 13.

*Segev, Tom. The Seventh Million. New York: Hill and Wang,  1993.  Chapters 11-12.

Zertal, Idith. From Catastrophe to Power: Holocaust Survivors and the Emergence of Israel. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1998.

Balabkins, Hicholas. West German Reparations to Israel. New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press,  1971.

Deutschkron, Inge. Bonn and Jerusalem: The Strange Coalition. Philadelphia: Chilton Book Company,  1970.

4. 1956:  Suez Crisis  [10/20]
Issue: Should Israel join Britain and France in an attack on Egypt?

Readings:

Golani, Motti. Israel In Search of a War:  The Sinai Campaign.: Sussex Academic Press,  1998.

*Brecher, Michael. Decisions in Israel’s Foreign Policy v chap.6.
*Safran, Nadav. Israel: The Embattled Ally.  chap. 14,19.

*Tessler,  Mark.  A History of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict. chap. 6.

Ben Gurion, David and Moshe Perlman. Ben Gurion Looks Back. New York: Schocken Books,  1965, Chapters 11-12.

III. The Six Day War and its Consequences

5. 1967:  Jerusalem Enlargement  [10/27]
Issue: Should Israel annex East Jerusalem and enlarge the city’s municipal boundaries?

Readings:

*Baskin, Gershon. Jerusalem of Peace . Jerusalem: Israel/Palestine Center for Research and Information,1994, pp. 33-97.

*Brecher, Michael. Decisions in Israel’s Foreign Policy chap. 2,7.

Tessler,  Mark.  A History of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict chap. 7.

Gold, Dore. Jerusalem. Final Status Issues Series: Israel-Palestinians, no. 7. Tel Aviv: Jaffee Center for Strategic Studies, Tel Aviv University, 1995.

Lapidoth, Ruth and Hirsch, M., eds. The Jerusalem Question and Its Resolution. Jerusalem: Jerusalem Institute of Israel Studies,  1994.

Hirsch, Moshe, et al. Whither Jerusalem? Proposals and Positions Concerning the Future of Jerusalem. The Hague: Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, 1995.

Lustick, Ian.  “Reinventing Jerusalem.” Foreign Policy no. 93 (Winter 1993/94). 

Dumper, Michael. The Politics of Jerusalem Since 1967. Washington: Institute for Palestine Studies,  1995.

6. 1970:  Black September (Jordan) [11/3]
 Issue: Should Israel intervene militarily to support King Hussein in his confrontation with the Palestine Liberation Organization?

Readings:
*Tessler,  Mark.  A History of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict. Pp. 456-464, 648-670.

*Safran, Nadav. Israel: The Embattled Ally. chap. 16,23.

Braizat, Musa S. The Jordanian-Palestinian Relationship. London: British Academic Press,  1998.

Quandt, William,  Fuad Jabber and Ann Lesch. The Politics of Palestinian Nationalism. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1973.

Cobban, Helena. The Palestine Liberation Organization. Cambridge University  Press,   1986.

Gresch, Alain. The Palestine Liberation Organization.  1987.

7. 1974: Unauthorized Settlements: Judea/Samaria  

[11/10]
 Issue: Should the government of Prime Minister Rabin evict settlers affiliated with Gush Emunim from the unauthorized settlement of Kadum [in Samaria, West Bank?]

Readings:
*Sprinzak, Ehud. Brother Against Brother: Violence and Extremism in Israeli Politics,  Chap. 5-6.

*Tessler,  Mark.  A History of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict. chap. 8.

*Reich, Bernard and Kieval, Gershon. Israeli National Security Policy. chap. 6-7.

Sprinzak, Ehud. The Rise of Israel’s Radical Right. C. 1994.

Wolfsfeld, Gadi. The Politics of Provocation:  Participation and Protest in Israel.  Albany: State University of New York  Press,  1988.

Aronoff, Myron. Israeli Visions and Divisions.  Transaction Publishers,   1989.
IV.Likud Activism

8. 1978:  Camp David Accords  [11/17]
 Issue: Should the Cabinet approve the return of Sinai to Egypt and provisions to extend “self-rule” to the residents of the West Bank and Gaza?

Readings:

* Rabinovich, Itamar.  Waging Peace.  Stauss, Farrar, Giroux,  1999, Chapter 1.

*Eisenberg,  Laura Z. and Caplan, Neil.  Negotiating Arab-Israeli Peace. chap. 1.


*Tessler,  Mark.  A History of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict. chap. 9.

Rejwan, Nissim.  Israel in Search of Identity.  University Press of Florida,  1998.

 Lesch, David,  ed.   The Middle East and the United States. chap. 14,16.

Telhami, Shibley.  The Camp David Accords. Columbia University Press,  c. 1990.

9. 1982:  Lebanon War  [11/24]
Issue: Commission of inquiry investigates Israel’s role in massacres at the Palestinian refugee camps of Sabra and Shatila, in Beirut.

Readings:

* Yaniv, Avner.  Dilemmas of Security:  Israel in Lebanon.  


Oxford University Press,   1986.

*Eisenberg,  Laura Z. and Caplan, Neil.  Negotiating Arab-Israeli Peace. chap. 2. 


*Tessler,  Mark.  A History of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict pp. 568-599,  623-633.

Schiff, Zeev and Yaari, Ehud.  Israel’s Lebanon War. C. 1984.

Rabinovich, Itamar.  The War for Lebanon.  2d ed. Cornell University Press,  c. 1986.

Weinberger, Naomi "How Peacekeeping Becomes Intervention."  In  International Organization Interventions in Ethnic Conflict,  ed. Milton Esman and Shibley Telhami (Cornell University Press,  1995).

10. 1986:  Iran-Contra Affair  [12/1]
Issue: Investigation of Israel’s covert supply of weapons to the government of the Ayatollah Khomeini.

Readings:
*Lesch, David,  ed.   The Middle East and the United States. chap. 19.

* Segev, Samuel.  The Iranian Triangle:  The Untold Story of Israel’s Role in the Iran-Contra Affair.  New York: Free  Press,  1998.

Rafizadeh, Mansur.  Witness: From the Shah to Secret Arms Deal. New York: Morrow,1987.

Menashri, David.  Iran Bemahapecha.  Tel Aviv: Moshe Dayan Center,  1987.

Sobhani, Sohrab.  The Pragmatic Entente:  Israeli-Iranian Relations, 1948-1988. New York: Praeger, 1989. 

Alpher, Joseph.  “Arms for the Ayatollahs.” Moment.  (May 1987): 15-18.

Lubrani, Uri.  “Open Options.” New Outlook (Jan/Feb 19887): 12-13. 

Kleiman, Aaron.  Israel’s Global Reach: Arms Sales as Diplomacy. New York: Pergamon-Bassey’s, 1985. 

Beit-Hallahmi, Benjamin.  The Israeli Connection:  Who Israel Arms and Why. New York: Pantheon Books, 1987. 

V.Peacemaking Options

11. 1995:  Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty  [12/8]
 Issue: How should Israel respond to Egyptian pressure to sign the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty during the debate over treaty renewal?

Readings:
* Feldman, Shai. Nuclear Weapons and Arms Control in the Middle East. Cambridge: MIT Press, 1997,  Chapters 3, 6, 8.

*  Lesch, David,  ed.   The Middle East and the United States. chap. 24, 25.

Cohen, Avner. Evolution of Israel’s Nuclear Program. Columbia University Press, 1998.

Shahak, Israel.  Open Secrets:  Israeli Nuclear and Foreign Policies.  London: Pluto Press, 1997. 

Clausen, Peter. Nonproliferation and the National Interest. New York: Harper Collins,   1993.

12. 1995:  Golan Withdrawal  [12/15]
Issue: How would the Knesset have responded to the deal concluded for Israeli withdrawal from the Golan on the eve of Rabin’s death [according to Israeli and Syrian negotiators]?

Readings:
*Rabinovich, Itamar. The Brink of Peace: The Israeli-Syrian Negotiations. Princeton University Press, 1998.

Freedman,  Robert O.,  ed.   The Middle East and the Peace Process. chap. 5, 13.

Mu’allim, Walid. “Interview,” Journal of Palestine Studies. 26:2 (Winter 1997): 401-405.

Seale, Patrick. “Asad’s Regional Strategy and the Challenge from Netanyahu.” Journal of Palestine Studies. 26:1 (Fall 1997): 27-42.

Robinson, Glenn.  “Elite Cohesion, Regime Succession, and Political Instability in Syria. Middle East Policy 4:4 (Jan. 4, 1998): 159-79

13. 2000:  Palestinian Statehood  [12/22]
 Issue: How will the Israeli Knesset respond to one of the following scenarios:  a unilateral declaration of Palestinian independence,  or a negotiated settlement acknowledging Palestinian sovereignty?

Readings:

* Rabinovich, Itamar.  Waging Peace.  Stauss, Farrar, Giroux,  1999, Chapters 2, 4-6. 

*Sprinzak, Ehud. Brother Against Brother: Violence and Extremism in Israeli Politics,  Chap. 7-8.

*Eisenberg,  Laura Z. and Caplan, Neil.  Negotiating Arab-Israeli Peace. chap. 4-6.

*Weinberger, Naomi. "Palestinian Sovereignty and Israeli Security:  Views of the Permanent Status Negotiations."  In Books in Israel: Volume V,  ed. Laura Z. Eisenberg and Neil Caplan  (Albany:  State University of New York Press, 2000 [forthcoming]).

Beilin, Yossi.   Touching Peace: From the Oslo Accord to a Final Settlement. Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1999.

Freedman,  Robert O.,  ed.   The Middle East and the Peace Process. chap. 2-4   .

Alpher, Joseph. Settlements and Borders. Final Status Issues Series: Israel-Palestinians, no.3. Tel Aviv: Jaffee Center for Strategic Studies, Tel Aviv University, 1994.

 Boutwell,  Jeffrey and Mendelsohn,  Everett, principal authors.  Israeli-Palestinian Security: Issues in the Permanent Status Negotiations. Report of a Study Group of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. Cambridge, Mass.:  American Academy of Arts and  Sciences,  1995.

Heller, Mark.  “Towards a Palestinian State.”  Survival (Summer 1997): 5-22.

Inbar, Efraim and Sandler,  Shmuel. The Risks of  Palestinian Statehood. Mideast Security and Policy Studies, no. 33. BESA Center for Strategic Studies. Ramat Gan, Israel: Bar Ilan University, 1997.

Shalev,  Aryeh. Optziot Le-Sidurei Bitahon    [Options for Security Arrangements]. Final Status Issues Series: Israel-Palestinians, no. 4. Tel Aviv: Jaffee Center for Strategic Studies, Tel Aviv University, 1995.
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