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COURSE  REQUIREMENTS

· ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION [10% of grade]
 You are expected to attend class regularly.  Active and informed participation in discussion will be rewarded!

· TAKE-HOME ESSAYS: [60% of grade]
You will write two take-home essays, at the end of the major units of the course. There will be no midterm examination. For each essay assignment, you will select one topic from a distributed list and write up to 1500 words [approximately six pages]. Each essay is due on the designated date, with strict penalty for lateness. Please submit it via email to naomiw@mindspring.com, and also turn in a hard copy in class. No one will pass this course unless they submit the two essays in addition to taking the final examination.

· FINAL EXAMINATION: [30 points]
The final, in-class examination will be scheduled during exam week and everyone must take it. The examination covers all of the material in the course, but primarily emphasizes topics covered after the second essay. It will probably include one long essay [for which topics will be distributed in advance], quotations from the assigned readings, and other shorter essays or identification questions for which no advance notice will be given.
TEXTS Available for Purchase    

The two assigned texts are available for purchase at Labyrinth Bookstore, 112th St. off Broadway.  

· Tessler, Mark.  A History of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict. Indiana University Press, 1994.

· Shibley Telhami and Michael Barnett. Identity and Foreign Policy in the Middle East. Cornell University Press, 2002.

COURSE PACK Available for Purchase    

A course pack has been prepared including all of the materials on the syllabus other than the two assigned texts—it contains journal articles as chapters from many books. [Only two journal articles are missing due to excessive copyright costs and those two articles will be made available to you.]

 You may buy the course pack at the Village Copier on Broadway and 111th Street.  Regrettably, the cost is close to $100,  covering copyright permissions as well as printing.

OUTLINE AND SCHEDULE

I. NATIONALISM AND WAR

Class 1: COURSE OVERVIEW;  BRITISH MANDATE IN PALESTINE [January 20]

Class 2: ZIONISM AND THE YISHUV [January 27]

Class 3: EARLY PALESTINIAN NATIONALISM [February 3]

Class 4: CAUSES OF WAR: 1948, 1956, 1967 [February 10]  

Class 5: CONSEQUENCES OF WAR: 1967 AND 1973 [February 17] 

II. DIPLOMATIC OPTIONS

Class 6: ISRAELI COALITION POLITICS [February 24]

Class 7: PALESTINIAN RESISTANCE AND INTIFADA [March 3]

Class 8: CAMP DAVID AND OSLO ACCORDS [March 10] 

CLASS 9: SPECIAL PROGRAM [MARCH 17]

Class 10: ROAD TO PALESTINIAN INDEPENDENCE  [March 24] 

III. REGIONAL CONTEXT: ARAB RIVALRIES, GULF WARS

Class 11. RIVALS FOR LEADERSHIP: EGYPT AND SYRIA  [March 31]


Class 12 CIVIL CONFLICT AND INTERVENTION: JORDAN AND LEBANON [April 7] 

Class 13. OIL, ISLAM, AND WMD: IRAN AND SAUDI ARABIA [April 14] 

Class 14. INVASION AND OCCUPATION OF IRAQ [April 21] 

TOPICS AND READINGS

I. NATIONALISM AND WAR

Class 1: COURSE OVERVIEW;  BRITISH MANDATE IN PALESTINE [January 20]

· Tessler,  Israeli-Palestinian Conflict,   pp. 145-170.                                                                   

Class 2: ZIONISM AND THE YISHUV [January 27]

· Tessler,  Israeli-Palestinian Conflict,   pp. 7-68, 185-210, 246-264.      
· Shlomo Avineri, The Making of Modern Zionism (New York: Basic Books, 1981), Chapters 15 (Jabotinsky) and 16 (Rabbi Kook), pp. 159-197.
· Walter Laqueur, A History of Zionism (New York: Schocken Books, 1972), Chapter 5 (“The Unseen Question”), pp. 209-269.
· Harvey Chisick, “The New Post-Zionism,” Tikkun, Sept.-Oct. 2004 
Class 3: EARLY PALESTINIAN NATIONALISM [February 3]

· Tessler,  Israeli-Palestinian Conflict,   pp. 69-74, 210-246.    

· Muhammad Muslih, The Origins of Palestinian Nationalism (New York: Columbia University Press, 1988),  pp 1-6, 211-224.

· Rashid Khalidi, Palestinian Identity: The Construction of Modern National Consciousness (New York: Columbia University Press, 1997), pp. 177-209.

Class 4: CAUSES OF WAR: 1948, 1956, 1967 [February 10]  

· Tessler , Chapters 5-6.    

· Benny Morris, The Birth of the Palestinian Refugee Problem, 1947-1949 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press ), pp. 1-28.

· Avi Shlaim, The Iron Wall: Israel and the Arab World  (New York: Norton, 2000), Chapter 4 (“The Road to Suez), pp. 143-185.         

· William Quandt, Peace Process (Brookings, 1993),  Chap. 2,                                                                                              

Class 5: CONSEQUENCES OF WAR: 1967 AND 1973 [February 17] 

· Michael Oren, Six Days of War (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002), pp.305-327.

· William Quandt, Peace Process (Brookings, 1993),  Chap. 7.    

· Janice Gross Stein, “Flawed Stretegies and Missed Signals: Crisis Bargaining Between the Superpowers, October 1973,” in The Middle East and the United States, 2nd edition (Boulder, Westview, 1999), pp. 204-226.

· Shai Feldman, Nuclear Weapons and Arms Control in the Middle East (Cambridge: MIT Press, 1997), pp. 95-113.

FIRST ESSAY TOPICS: Due Thursday February 24

II. DIPLOMATIC OPTIONS

Class 6: ISRAELI COALITION POLITICS [February 24]

· Tessler,  Israeli-Palestinian Conflict,  pp. 465-474, 499-534, 543-554, 636-648  
· Michael Barnett, "Israeli Identity and the Peace Process," in Identity and Foreign Policy, Chapter 3.                                                                                                                                                            
· Litan, Robert E. and Yaakov Kop. Sticking Together (Washington: Brookings, 2002), Chapters 2, 5.                                                                                                                                                                
· Bernard Reich, “The United States and Israel: The Nature of a Special Relationship,” in The Middle East and the United States, 2nd edition (Boulder, Westview, 1999), pp. 227-243. 
· Hillel Halkin,  “Does Sharon Have a Plan?” Commentary June 2004                                                                                 
Class 7: PALESTINIAN RESISTANCE AND INTIFADA [March 3]

· Tessler , Israeli-Palestinian Conflict,  pp. 399-474, 481-499, 519-554, 670-761.                                                  

· Rema Hammami, “Interregnum: Palestine After Operation Defensive Shield,” Middle East Report 223 (Summer 2002).     [Not in course pack.]                                                                                                                                                                                    
· Gal Luft, “The Palestinian H-Bomb: Terror's Winning Strategy,” Foreign Affairs, July/August 2002.                                

· Graham Usher,  “Facing Defeat: The Intifada Two Years On” Journal of Palestine Studies, Winter 2003.                                                                                                                                                                 

Class 8: CAMP DAVID AND OSLO ACCORDS [March 10] 

· Ron Pundak, “From Oslo to Taba: What Went Wrong?” in The Israeli-Palestinian Peace Process, Chapter 7.                                                                                                                                                 

· Dennis Ross, Missing Peace, pp. 3-15, 759-800.       

· Khalil Shikaki, “Ending the Conflict: Can the Parties Afford It?” in The Israeli-Palestinian Peace Process, ed. Robert L. Rothstein,  Moshe Ma'Oz and Khalil Shikaki (Sussex Academic Press, 2001), Chapter 3.                                                                                                                                              

· Mustafa Abu Sway, “Islamic Perspectives on the Oslo Process” in The Israeli-Palestinian Peace Process, Chapter 6.                      

Class 9:  SPECIAL PROGRAM  [March 17]

Class 10:  ROAD TO PALESTINIAN INDEPENDENCE  [March 24] 

· Khalil Shikaki, "Future of Palestine," Foreign Affairs (Nov.-Dec. 2004)

· Beverly Milton-Edwards and Alastair Crooke, “Elusive Ingredient: Hamas and the Peace Process,” Journal of Palestine Studies, no. 132 (Summer 2004).
· Martin Indyk,  “A Trusteeship for Palestine?” Foreign Affairs, May/June 2003
· Gerald Steinberg and William Berger, “Evaluating International Approaches to Security and Aid Following Disengagement in Gaza,” Jerusalem Viewpoints (Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs, No. 525), 1-15 December 2004.

· Dennis Ross,  "The Middle East Predicament," Foreign Affairs (Jan.-Feb. 2005)

SECOND ESSAY TOPICS: Due Thursday March 31 
III. REGIONAL CONTEXT: ARAB RIVALRIES, GULF WARS

Class 11. RIVALS FOR LEADERSHIP: EGYPT AND SYRIA  [March 31]

· Malcolm Kerr, "'Coming to Terms With Nasser': Attempts and Failures." International Affairs (Royal Institute of International Affairs), Vol. 43, No. 1 (Jan., 1967), 65-84. [jstor]

· Ibrahim Karawan, "Identity and Foreign Policy: The Case of Egypt," in Identity and Foreign Policy in the Middle East, ed. Telhami and Barnett, Chapter 7. 

· Gerges, Fawaz A. “The End of the Islamist Insurgency in Egypt?  Costs and Prospect,” The Middle East Journal, Volume 54, Number 4, Autumn 2000. [Not in course pack.]
· Yahya Sadowski, "The Evolution of Political Identity in Syria," in Identity and Foreign Policy, Chapter 6. 

· Eyal Zisser, “Syria and the War in Iraq,”  Middle East Review of International Affairs  Volume 7, No. 2 - June 2003
Class 12. CIVIL CONFLICT AND INTERVENTION: JORDAN AND LEBANON [April 7] 

· Tessler, Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, pp. 456-464, 568-599, 623-633, 648-670. 

· Marc Lynch, "Jordan's Identity and Interests," in Identity and Foreign Policy, Chapter 2.       

· Judith Palmer Harik, “Democracy (Again) Derailed: Lebanon’s Ta’if Paradox,” in Political Liberalization,  Chapter 6.             

· Adham Saouli, “Lebanon’s Hizbullah,” World Affairs, Fall 2003.

· Daniel Byman, "Should Hezbollah Be Next?"  Foreign Affairs (November/December 2003)
Class 13. OIL,  ISLAM, AND WMD: IRAN AND SAUDI ARABIA [April 14] 

· Suzanne Maloney, "Identity and Change in Iran's Foreign Policy," in Identity and Foreign Policy, Chapter 4. 

· Ali M. Ansari, “Continuous Regime Change from Within,”  The Washington Quarterly • 26: 4 (AUTUMN 2003), pp. 53–67.  http://www.ciaonet.org/olj/twq/fall2003/twq_fall2003d.pdf - 83.2KB. [Not in course pack]
· Obaid, Nawaf E.   “The Power of Saudi Arabia's Islamic Leaders,”  Middle East Quarterly, September 1999,  Vol. VI, No. 3  http://www.meforum.org/pf.php?id=482 

· Michael Scott Doran “The Saudi Paradox,” Foreign Affairs, January/February 2004
http://www.foreignaffairs.org/20040101faessay83105/michael-scott-doran/the-saudi-paradox.html 

Class 14. INVASION AND OCCUPATION OF IRAQ [April 21] 

· Adeed Dawisha, " Iraq's Foreign Policy," in Identity and Foreign Policy, Chapter . 

· Richard Butler, “The Inspections and the U.N.: The Blackest of Comedies,” in Iraq War Reader, Chapter 5.

· John J. Mearsheimer and Stephen M. Walt, “An Unnecessary War,” in Iraq War Reader, Chapter 11.

· Yithak Nakash, “The Shi’ites and the Future of Iraq,” Foreign Affairs (July-Aug. 2003)

· Tim Judah, “In Iraqi Kurdistan” in Iraq War Reader, Chapter 13.

· Larry Diamond, “What Went Wrong in Iraq,” Foreign Affairs (Sept.-Oct. 2004)

PAGE  
6

