GLOBAL PEACE OPERATIONS

Political Science 361
Spring 2007

Professor: Naomi Weinberger, Ph.D.

Office: 134 Persson Hall

E-mail: nweinberger@mail.colgate.edu

Tel.: 315-228-6626

Office hours: Tues. 4-5:30, Thurs. 4-5:30, and by appointment

                                      Syllabus Draft:  January 20

Peace operations have been widely deployed to contain and promote resolution of conflicts. This course probes the different contexts in which peacekeepers have been introduced: post-colonial transitions; interstate conflicts; civil conflicts; and humanitarian emergencies. Comparative case studies are drawn from Africa, the Middle East, the Balkans, and elsewhere, highlighting contrasts between traditional observer missions and the complex, multidimensional operations of recent years. Prior expectations of United Nations engagement have been superseded by the newly prominent role of regional organizations and “coalitions of the willing” in many contexts.
I. COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

* If you have special needs that affect your ability to complete any of the requirements in this course, please let Naomi Weinberger know as soon as possible.

** Class participation: [20% of grade]
The class format is an open-ended lecture style that welcomes questions and challenges.  Students are invited to join in structured discussion of a common set of assigned readings. 

There are four role playing exercises. You are expected to play an assigned role in 2 of the following exercises: 

ROLE PLAYING EXERCISES:

   
1. GOLAN HEIGHTS
Hybrid Force


  
 2. KOSOVO

Quest for self-determination



  
 3. DARFUR

Response to Genocide



  
 4. AFGHANISTAN
Peacebuilding



*** Midterm [20% of grade] 
The take-home midterm consists of two brief essays, chosen from four topics distributed in advance. 

**** Research Paper: [30% of grade]:
Each student will become an expert on one of the case studies explored in this course. The expert will open the discussion of that case in class, and will prepare a 10-15 page research paper analyzing one aspect of the case, systematically comparing it to another, secondary case. This method is very fruitful in cultivating powerful analytical skills. In the final week of class, students will present their research findings in teams whose members have studied related analytical themes.

You are expected to work consistently on a brief research paper and respond to criticism of research designs and drafts as you go along.
Due dates for research papers
Week 3         Topic proposal 

Week 5        Research design

Week 9         Sample chapter 

Week 13       Completed draft of research paper 

Week 14       Oral presentations of research findings
***** Final Exam [30% of grade] 
The final exam is cumulative, covering material from the entire course. Sample questions will be distributed in advance to help you prepare. The exam will be administered as a self-scheduled exam during exam week.

ASSIGNED READINGS
Readings are of two types: 

1. Required sources available for purchase by students, including four texts listed below.

2. Supplementary sources, including journal articles and essays (listed in Blackboard) will fill in gaps with respect to major themes and case studies.

BOOKS:

* Alex Bellamy, Paul Williams, and Stuart Griffin.  Understanding Peacekeping. Polity Press, 2004.

Kenneth Cain, Heidi Postlewait, and Andrew Thomson. Emergency Sex and Other Desperate Measures: A True Story From Hell on Earth. Mirimax Books, 2004.

William J. Durch, editor.Twenty-First Century Peace Operations. USIP Press, 2006.

Beatrice Pouligny, Peace Operations Seen From Below. Kumarian Press, 2006.
II. TOPICS and READINGS 
This course evaluates the relative effectiveness of peace operations by pairing key concepts with comparative case studies from around the world.  The missions assigned to peacekeepers are so diverse that it is difficult to reach meaningful theoretical conclusions. Indeed, the word “peacekeeping” lost coherent meaning by the 1990’s, as the prominent role of soldiers in early missions was supplemented by the tasks assigned to civilian police, emergency humanitarian personnel, and experts on capacity building in war-torn states.   

The range of issues examined in this class can best be appreciated by highlighting the major themes covered and the corresponding case studies:

A. FRAMEWORK FOR ANALYSIS

The rationale for action by outsiders in mediating disputes or sending personnel to zones of conflict has evolved over the decades. In preliminary sessions, students will study the evolution of key concepts: peacemaking; peacekeeping; peace enforcement; peacebuilding. The group will consider the criteria for deciding when conditions are ripe for a peace operation, as distinguished from other mechanisms of conflict resolution.

CLASSES 1 (T 1/23), 2 (R 1/24)
Readings:
Durch, “Restoring and Maintaining Peace,” in Durch, Twenty-First Century
Bellamy et al., Understanding Peacekeping, Chapters 1-2.
Cain et al., “Condition Alpha,” Emergency Sex,  pp. 1-24.

Pouligny, Peace Operations, Chapter 1.
B. TRADITIONAL PEACEKEEPERS
Overview (Class 3, T 1/30)
Egypt-Israel [Sinai Peninsula] (Class 4, R 2/1)
Syria-Israel [Golan Heights] (Class 5, T 2/6)
GAME 1: GOLAN HEIGHTS
Variations (Class 6, R 2/8)
India-Pakistan [Kashmir]
         
            Ethiopia/Eritrea  [Rapid Deployment capabilities]
        

El Salvador-Honduras [OAS operation]
Traditional models of peacekeeping operations derive from cases of interstate conflict, in which soldiers monitor buffer zones between former belligerents. During the Cold War, these mechanisms were introduced as stop-gap measures to facilitate diplomacy, but stability became an excuse to avoid diplomacy.  More recently, rapid deployment or standby capabilities have been advocated to enable prompt reaction to crises.

Readings:
Bellamy et al., Understanding Peacekeping, Chapters 3-5.

Pouligny, Peace Operations, Chapter 2.

C. POST-COLONIALISM


Overview (Class 7, T 2/13)

Namibia (Class 8, R 2/15)

Israel-Palestine (Class 9, T 2/20)
The United Nations played a prominent role in facilitating decolonization in its early decades. However, competing national visions gave rise to mutually exclusive claims on territory and long-simmering disputes. Whereas the UN orchestrated a successful transition to independence in post-apartheid Namibia, the legacy of the Palestine mandate (going back to the League of Nations) remains contested. What role have mediators played and how might peacekeepers facilitate a transition to Palestinian sovereignty while safeguarding the security of all national communities?
Readings:
Bellamy et al., Understanding Peacekeping, Chapter 6.

Pouligny, Peace Operations, Chapter 3.

D. REGIONAL INTERVENERS
Overview (Class 10, R 2/22)
Lebanon (Class 11, T 2/27)
Sierra Leone (Class 12, R 3/1)
Democratic Republic of Congo (Class 13, T 3/6)
Most Third World conflicts result from civil instability, which may spill over when neighbors intervene to influence the outcome of domestic power struggles. The fragile multi-confessional polity in Lebanon came asunder, attracting repeated interventions by its neighbors and serving as a microcosm of broader regional conflicts. The machinations of neighbors have also weighed heavily on the course of combat in many African states, including Sierra Leone and the DRC. Major peace operations have been deployed, with very uneven results.

Readings:
Bellamy et al., Understanding Peacekeping, Chapters 7, 11.

Berman & Labonte, “Sierra Leone,” in Durch, Twenty-First Century

Roessler & Prendergast, “Democratic Republic of the Congo,” in Durch, Twenty-First Century
Pouligny, Peace Operations, Chapter 4.

E. COMPLEX EMERGENCIES

Overview (Class 14, R 3/8)
Bosnia (Class 15, T 3/20)
Kosovo (Class 16, R 3/22)
GAME 2: KOSOVO
Haiti (Class 17, T 3/27)
With the end of the Cold War, a resurgence of ethnic conflict in the Balkans caused sufficient alarm to precipitate large-scale United Nations peace operations whose failure was followed by a robust response by NATO. A curious division of labor between NATO (responsible for security) and the UN (responsible for capacity building and reconstruction) evolved, demonstrating that flexibility and resourcefulness would be required in a new peacekeeping environment.

Readings:
Bellamy et al., Understanding Peacekeping, Chapter 9.

Cousens & Harland, “Post Dayton Bosnia,” in Durch, Twenty-First Century
Dziedzic, “Kosovo,” in Durch, Twenty-First Century
Cain et al., “Conditions Charlie, Delta, Echo,” Emergency Sex,  pp. 91-276
F. HUMANITARIAN  ACTION

Overview (Class 18, R 3/29)
      *** Somalia (Class 19, T 4/3)—This class will be rescheduled
Rwanda (Class 20, R 4/5)
Darfur (Class 21, T 4/10)
GAME 3: DARFUR

Disillusionment with a failed humanitarian mission in Somalia deepened the international community’s reluctance to respond to genocide in Rwanda. Despite expressions of contrition for this omission, the calamity currently underway in Darfur is accelerating without an effective international response.  

Readings:
Bellamy et al., Understanding Peacekeping, Chapter 8.

Pouligny, Peace Operations, Chapter 5.
G. PEACEBUILDING

Overview (Class 22, R 4/12)

Cambodia (Class 23, T 4/17)

East Timor (Class 24, R 4/19)
            Afghanistan (Class 25, T 4/24)
GAME 4: AFGHANISTAN

            Iraq (Class 26, R 4/26)
The theory of “post-conflict peacebuilding,” elaborated after relatively successful missions in Cambodia and East Timor, relies upon civil-military coordination to facilitate recovery from one round of combat and thereby decrease the likelihood of a second round. Most recently, efforts by US-led “coalitions of the willing” in Afghanistan and Iraq have experience great frustration in seeking to promote security sector reform and rebuild traumatized, war-torn societies.

Readings:
Bellamy et al., Understanding Peacekeping, Chapters 10, 12.

Smith & Dee, “East Timor,” in Durch, Twenty-First Century
Thier, “Afghanistan,” in Durch, Twenty-First Century
Cain et al., “Condition Bravo,” Emergency Sex,  pp. 25-90.

Pouligny, Peace Operations, Chapter 6.

G. PRESENTATION OF RESEARCH FINDINGS
Group A, Class 27 (T 5/1)
Group B, Class 28 (R 5/3)
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